
Tuzla is holding up a photo of a family member who went 
missing during the war in Bosnia Herzegovina
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What is a refugee?
>  The 1951 United Nations Convention on Refugees states that a 

refugee is a person who owing to a well-founded fear of being 
persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of  
a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country  
of his nationality and is unable, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to  
return to it.

>		Developing countries are host to four fifths of the world’s refugees. 
By the end of 2008, developing countries hosted 8.4 million refugees 
of a total of 10.5 million refugees worldwide. The UK is home to less 
than 3% of the world’s refugees at 292,100.

Sources: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and Home Office, Refugee Council website 
redcross.org.uk/refugee    redcross.org.uk/education
The British Red Cross Society, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered in England and Wales (220949) and Scotland (SC037738).
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What is an asylum seeker?
>  An asylum seeker is a person who has applied for protection 

under UN Convention and is awaiting a decision on this application.
>  Asylum seekers want to work and support themselves. Many do 

voluntary work while their asylum application is being processed. 
>  Immigration officers have the right to detain asylum seekers even if 

they have committed no crime. This includes children and their families. 
>  Asylum seekers are not economic migrants. The top ten refugee 

producing countries in 2005 all have poor human rights records or  
are places where war or conflict is ongoing.

Sources: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and Home Office, Refugee Council website 
redcross.org.uk/refugee    redcross.org.uk/education
The British Red Cross Society, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered in England and Wales (220949) and Scotland (SC037738).
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What are unaccompanied asylum seeking children? 
>  An unaccompanied asylum seeking child is a person under the age 

of 18 who is applying for asylum in his/her own right, who is separated 
from both parents and not being cared for by an adult by law.

>  There are an estimated 5,500 unaccompanied asylum seeking 
children in the UK. 

>  Since the year 2000 over 15,000 unaccompanied children have 
entered the UK seeking asylum. On arrival these children have no 
identification, information, documentation or guardians.

>		According to Home Office statistics 1065 children were held in 
detention in 2009.

Sources: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and Home Office, Refugee Council website 
redcross.org.uk/refugee    redcross.org.uk/education
The British Red Cross Society, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered in England and Wales (220949) and Scotland (SC037738).


